TEN BASIC CONVICTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
7. “Be Faithful in Marriage”
Conviction #7:  “My marriage is a life-long commitment to God and to my marriage partner.”                                                                                         
Scripture: Proverbs 5:15-23; Malachi 2:13, 16
Key Verse: “You shall not commit adultery.  Exodus 20:14   
Theme:  Christian marriage exists when we incarnate Christ’s faithful love to our marriage partners.
Introduction
Do you enjoy viewing beautiful scenery?  I do. There are some clear mornings when I just enjoy standing on the parking lot of the church and look out at the beautiful mountains in the distant.  I enjoy seeing a gorgeous sunset, the burst of a new flower, or the hills velvet with new green grass.  Breathtaking.  But the beautiful scene I enjoy seeing most is that of a husband and wife, arm in arm, in love with each other, united in faith, united in loyalty to each other and proud to be in each other’s presence, with their children feeling secure in that family bond.  That is a scene I cherish. 

Do you know what can ruin that lovely picture?  Do you realize what can spoil that lovely scene and rip apart that unit of trust and security and turn love into hate and bitterness?  It’s adultery.  It’s basically unfaithfulness to the marriage promises and vows.  It’s an attitude that results in an act in which the sexual and emotional oneness of a husband and wife are desecrated.
Marriage and sex are very much God’s concern.  Because a married relationship can meet some of our most basic needs as a human being, and because it sets the fundamental environment in which children discover the basics of life and the wholesome love relationships with God, with self and with others, God issues for His commandment: 
“You shall not commit adultery.”
Because we are a society plagued by permissiveness, a society prostrate before the altar of sex, hypnotized by nudity and the Playboy mentality we Christians need to stand firm with our seventh basic conviction for Christian living: “My MARRIAGE IS A LIFE LONG COMMITMENT TO GOD AND TO MY MARRIAGE PARTNER.”
There are three truths, when properly understood, that can help us to be faithful to our commitment in marriage.  First, we must FOCUS ON GOD’S DREAM; second, we must BEWARE OF LUST’S SCHEME; and third, we need to BUILD ON CHRIST’S BEAM.

I.  FOCUS ON GOD’S DREAM             
The first truth to help us to be faithful in marriage and to help build a strong positive relationship is for us to FOCUS ON GOD’S DREAM.  What God thinks of adultery can best be understood in the light of what He thinks of marriage.  Remember, marriage is God’s idea, it was God’s plan.  In the second chapter of Genesis, God shows His genuine concern for the welfare of His creation when He sees Adam and says: “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helpmate fit for him.”  Out of God’s love for Adam, He gave his one with whom He could share his life, one who would compliment Him, one whom he could love and be loved by.
How does Adam respond to Eve when God brought her to him: “This at last is bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh…?”  He loved her as he loved himself.  God’s dream for marriage was for it to be that of a love relationship, a sense of oneness, a joy of giving life to the other.   
I always appreciate a lovely story told by an old Jewish Rabbi concerning the fact that God created Eve out of Adam’s rib:

God made Eve out of the rib of Adam so that she would be beneath his arm for him to protect her; close to his  heart for him to love her; and at his side to walk in full equality with her. In the wisdom of God, He did not take bone from Adam’s foot, lest he tread on her.  He did not take a bone from Adam’s hand, lest he use her as a tool.  He did not take a bone from Adam’s head, lest she try to dominate him.  But out of His side a rib was taken, that together they might be partners side by side for life.

The second part of God’s dream for marriage is that there is a commitment to faithfulness.  In Genesis 2:24 we read, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and CLEAVE to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”  That word CLEAVE means to join fast together, to glue, to cement.  In a marriage relationship it means that two people are linked together that there is a bond that blends them into oneness, and that takes commitment, stick–to-itiveness. If real communion and harmony is to exist between two people, there must be trust, faithfulness and a desire to give of oneself.

Often in my counsel to the bride and groom in a wedding ceremony, I share with them that the wedding ceremony is significant only in that it is a promise of what is to be.  We don’t know what the future has in store for us, sickness or misfortune.  Some things are for the worse and others for the better.  So what do we do? We make promises to stick to each other, not based on our circumstances, but because we’ve made a commitment.  Only death can separate us.  That’s God’s dream.  Real cleaving can only take place in commitment to faithfulness.
It is also God’s dream that within the context of this precious God ordained relationship of marriage, God now entrusts another beautiful gift—the sexual relationship. “And they shall become one flesh.”   God has placed in the bodies of a man and a woman a powerful drive that can result in binding two people into even a closer union, or it can be a living bomb that can reduce people into pieces as objects.
Notice that in God’s dream, this strong human drive was placed in the confines of a relationship of love, within a relationship where there exists commitment, within a relationship that is willing to accept responsibility.  Why is sex only to be in marriage?  Because it is only in this secure relationship that two people can truly give themselves totally to each other.  It is in this relationship that says I accept the responsibilities as well as the privileges.  It is in the setting of a responsible love that a man and a woman can create their most beautiful masterpiece—a baby.
This is God’s dream for marriage and sex.  A relationship of love, commitment to faithfulness, and in that context, the privilege of sharing in God’s creative activity through a sexual union.
II.   BEWARE OF LUST’S SCHEME        
Perhaps now you can begin to visualize why adultery is so very wrong, so terribly wrong.  It ruins God’s dream.  It perverts God’s plan and spoils the potential for our greatest happiness and tears apart the environment for our children.  
Therefore, beware of lust’s scheme: Lust’s scheme is first of all to change God’s real intent of true love and substitute it with lust.  What am I saying?  In the Greek there is one word ‘Eros’ which is a love that is erotic, sexual love. ‘Philia’ is a love between friends and family.  But ‘Agape’ is a love that is a commitment to another regardless of the emotions.
To give your body in sexual love to another does not mean that is genuine love that involves commitment and acceptance of responsibility.  Learn to distinguish between lust and love. Listen to this letter written to Ann Landers on Nov. 8, 1985

“Tonight, 2800 teenage girls will become pregnant.  I’m an 18 year old female who would like to help lower the number.  This letter is for all the girls out there who are tying to decide whether or not to have sex.

I know there is lots of pressure to cross that line.  You keep hearing; “Everybody’s doing it.” And you feel like a freak because you’re so different.  Maybe your boyfriend is on your case because he wants you to ‘prove your love’ and you get the feeling if you don’t give in he might find a girl who will.  My advice is, be smart and say NO.
Right now I am suffering the consequences of my foolishness.  I didn’t say no, and within a few months I was pregnant.  When I told my boyfriend he told me he was in no position to get involved and dumped me.
Scared and alone, I had an abortion.  My parents never knew.  I went home right afterwards and stayed in bed a couple of days with the “flu”.

Two weeks later, I went back to the doctor at the abortion clinic because I felt lousy.  It turns out I have a serious infection.  I was told I may never be able to have children.

Don’t say, “Things like that happen to other people.”  That was MY line.  I’d give anything to turn back the clock six months.  But it’s too late for me.  If it’s not too late for you, learn to say NO.”

Distinguish between lust and love, and do not substitute lust for the real thing. The wondrous gift of lust in sex is given for two people only in the context of Agape love, where two people become one in spirit, mind and body—and in that order.  Sex must be an expression of responsible love, not the basis for it.
A second thing that lust seems to do is to create the idea that faithfulness to one partner is really inhibiting.  Listen to this story from a popular woman’s magazine, which is typical of many marriages;

“Bob and I were deeply in love when we married.  We struggled during those first years, especially financially, but I knew he loved me and he knew I loved him.  But then something began to change.  He became more and more successful at work.  More and more of his time was spent at work. At first it was OK with me, but then I would hardly ever see or speak with him.  We didn’t do things together any more.  Soon I felt unloved, confined, unfulfilled.  So I decided to get a job as a secretary. I met other charming young men.  They seemed so charming, and they paid attention to me.  I began to feel like a woman once again.  Then one day, a fellow at the office invited me to his place…
The result…that’s right, adultery.  We’re not here to determine who was at fault.  They both were.  Adultery actually was taking place before the event.  The scheme of lust is to get us thinking that the grass is greener on the other side of the fence.  Remember, adultery is not the cause of a broken home; too often it is the result of a broken home.

Then, the scheme of lust also tries to convince you that persons of the opposite sex are merely objects to satisfy you.  That is why Jesus says what He does in Matthew 5:27, 28: “Any one who looks at a woman with lust in his heart has committed adultery with her already:  Lust gets you looking at a man as a PLAYBOY and a woman as a PLAYMATE.  These are objects not persons.  Jesus knew that adultery begins in the thought life, when we think first of our own satisfaction with little thought of the value or dignity of the other person, that’s lust’s way of crowding out love.

No matter how powerful lust’s scheme may be for the unfaithfulness and perversion of marriage and sex, it’s important for us to bear in mind that the foundation of morality is the Word of God.  Just because you think it’s alright, does not mean that it is alright. The statement of the seventh commandment is most explicit adultery is not only a sin against your marriage partner, it is sin against God and your sin society as it breaks down the very basic unit.

III.   BUILD ON CHRIST’S BEAM                      
Deep down inside we may want God’s dream for us, but as we face reality, lusts scheme often makes scaring attacks on us.  We live in such a sex oriented society, with so much temptation all around us; we ask how can we maintain a wholesome marriage in which we can remain faithful?  How can we handle all the enticements around us?  And what can we do if we have already experience the hurts of adultery.  The answer is to build on Christ’s beam.  I chose the word BEAM because it represents two things.  First it is a light in a dark place.  We must build on the presence of Jesus Christ and let Him change darkness into light.  But also a beam is what holds a roof and the main structure in the house.  Let Jesus Christ be the supportive power in the home.  What I’m saying is that you CAN fulfill your marriage vows and experience the joyous relationship of marriage when you build your marriage on the presence, the power and the promises of Jesus Christ.
First of all, build your marriage on the person and presence of Jesus.  That means that you must invite Him to come into your personal life as Savior, but more than that, you must ask him to be the LORD of your life.  He must be the Boss.  What a difference that can make in your marriage relationship.  Instead of responding to one another out of selfishness and pride you respond to each other out of love for Christ.  Listen to how Paul describes thin in Ephesians 5:21-25.
With Christ present in our relationship, our love becomes a giving, forgiving sacrificial love, a purifying love, a caring love and a forbearing love. Let me ask you, is Jesus the Lord and Master of your life or are you still trying to make all of life and every relationship revolve around yourself?
Secondly, build your marriage on the power of Christ.  Temptation is all around us, pulling at us.  The greatest way to resist temptation is to recognize and then draw on the power of Christ.  As the Apostle Paul put it, “I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”  Just think, if a spark falls on a cement sidewalk nothing happens; if a spark falls on green grass nothing happens.  But when a spark falls into some explosive material, there is an explosion.  The temptation to commit adultery to the person who enjoys a deep intimate relationship with Christ and who has the power of Christ within is like a spark falling into a buck of water. 
Several weeks ago I was counseling a woman who was having marital problems with her husband.  In the course of our discussion I just happened to ask her, “What kind of material does your husband read?”  Aside from Sports Illustrated and some trade magazines he read Playboy and Penthouse.  What he was reading began to have an influence on their relationship.  More and more he was treating her as an object, rather that a person. If you read things like that, then you are filling your mind with explosive material than my friend, when the spark of temptation comes your way, watch out because it could explode.
Thirdly, build your marriage on the beam of the promise of God’s Word.  If you are His child, Christ promises, “I am with you always.”  He promises in I Cor. 10:13, “There has no temptation taken you but such as is common to man, but God is faithful who will not suffer you to be tempted above that you are able, but will with the temptation also provide a way of escape that you may be able to bear it. Claim that promise.
Perhaps you have experienced adultery, perhaps you have broken your marriage vows and you’re concerned about it and haven’t merely shrugged it off.  Hear another of God’s promises.  Breaking the seventh commandment is NOT the unpardonable sin.  Even though adultery and divorce spoils a beautiful dream of God, there is still the promise of forgiveness and He will wash you clean in the blood of Jesus Christ who died for you on the cross.  Confess your sin, forsake your sin and He will lift the guilt of it; He will lift the burden from your mind and heart so you can once again have the joy of seeking God’s guidance to build a happy future.  What a wonderful promise, have you asked him? In Jesus you can also forgive each other.
CONCLUSION

Perhaps your marriage is not all that God intended it to be.  Perhaps you are feeling the temptation of adultery.  Look to Jesus Christ, and let His love fill you, let His power strengthen you, and let His forgiveness give you the freedom to live again.                     
